A Thousand Words

[image: image1.jpg]



Photo courtesy of Tom Reckers

They say a picture’s worth a thousand words, and I guess sometimes that’s true

Sad and wrong and dangerous could be counted as a few

I imagine that even now, the image could provoke debate

Stirring memories of a peaceful kind or of simmering pain and hate

So many poems could be penned or stories might be told

Questions posed like, What’s she doing now…has she, as us, grown old?

Has a hard life bent her back and spirit, has she had any fun?

And why is she standing there so close to a locked and loaded gun?

The truth is that on this day in nineteen sixty-nine

By the Song Dong Nai in Vietnam, this little girl turned out safe and fine

She was smiling before and after the shutter clicked, without a fear or care

Sent along home before the darkness, when danger filled the air

Well, that’s not a thousand words my friends, but pass it round the ranks

And who knows that she might see it someday, and fill in for us the blanks

About when some funny looking young soldiers shared with her their day

As they went about the business of war while she was there at play
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